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Agricultural View of History of the Inhumation Custom

ZENG Xiong — sheng
( The Institute for the History of Natural Science Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100190 China)

Abstract: The paper tries to study the inhumation custom’ s influence on tradtional social develop—
ment in China from the perspective of agricultural history. Although inhumation inevitably occupies a
certain amount of land affects the planting of crops to some extent even the face of villages it holds
back the infinite extension of single planting in Chinese traditional agriculture by grave mounds tree
planting grass planting etc. protects vegetation and ecological balance is helpful for biological di—
versity provides certain development space for animal husbandry and forestry and fruit industry
mends the defect in agricultural structure in China is helpful for the sustaining development of agri—
culture and arouses common national identity of Chinese people which is the source that Chinese
people pursue the sustaining development. So it is the custom of burying with full honours rather than
inhumation that should be abolished.

Key words: inhumation; cremation; grave mounds; planting trees and grasses; land; the sustaining de—

velopment
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