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A Research of SHI WU (#4%)

ZENG Xiong-sheng

Institute for the History of Natural Sciences CAS Beijing 100190 China

Abstract:Recorded first in the literature of the Qing in the year of 1755, Shi Wu  # 4& was a rare rice
planting equipment, had inspired the invention of the modern rice transplanter. Combining literature and field
surveys, this paper discusses Shi Wu's name, distribution, working principle, and related issues such as the so
called yangma  seedlings horse . The paper points out that China's first rice planting apparatus was Shi Wu,
rather than yang ma. Shi Wu was mainly popular in the Nantong rural area during the times from the Qing Dy-
nasty 1644-1911 to the fifties of twentieth century. In this process, the sound of Shi Wu was written as dif-
ferent characters.
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