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The Origin and Development of Waterwheel

LI Gen-pan

Institute of Economics China Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100836

Abstract The records about waterwheel in the poems and articles of the Song and Yuan Dynasties focus
on the area of Jiangsu and Zhejiang, the lower reaches of Changjiang River. Those concerning “Fan Che” are
the most, and then “Tong Che”. The records show that there was great development during Song and Yuan
Dynasties. In lower reaches of Changjiang River, because of its lightness and flexibility, “Fan Che” can meet
different needs. As the indispensable instrument and means both of Polders and dyked fields.tanks water
conservancy and paddy field intensive cultivation, it played an essential role in forming the new economic
central of the lower reaches of Changjang River. This article questions the practicality of “Ox-turned Fan

Che”, designed by Wang Zhen in his Agricultural Treatise.

Key words: Fan Che tipcar shipcar polder and dyked fields tanks water conservancy the Tang and

Song Dynasties.
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